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The State Budget Writing Process Continues 
Week 4 was the busiest so far with 45 committee meetings taking up 294 bills. It is reported that as of the end of Week 4, 
99 bills have passed one chamber. The House has passed 75 bills and the Senate has approved 24. 
 
During Week 4, the full budget committees for each chamber took up their respective proposed budget bills for 
amendment and approval. The next step will be consideration (further amendments, debate and voting) on the floor of 
each chamber. Once each chamber has finally amended and approved their proposed budget bill, the conference 
negotiations will get underway. 

The House Appropriations Committee considered only a handful of amendments to their budget bill, while the Senate 
Appropriations Committee considered over 100 amendments. Now the bills are only $100 million apart, but they outline 
different spending priority areas.  

Senate spending on public schools relies on $434 million more in property tax payments from homeowners due to rising 
property values. The House considers this a tax hike and opposes it. The Senate spends nearly $400 million more on state 
universities, while the House cuts the state universities by $216 million. 

This week’s actions by the Senate Appropriations Committee did not change any issues for UNF as reported in Week 3. 
However, the House Appropriations Committee approved an amendment to transfer current year funds from the World 
Class Scholars and Graduate and Professional Excellence Programs in the SUS to the Florida College System to replicate 
these programs in the college system. This move reduces UNF’s current base budget in the House proposal by almost $4.7 
million in recurring funds. 

Please keep in mind that budget numbers will continue to change as the budget process continues through the next several 
weeks of the legislative session. Major changes will likely occur during the conference negotiations. 

 Tuesday, January 30th was UNF Alumni Day at the Capitol!  
UNF alums who are also members of the UNF Foundation and Alumni 
Association Boards boarded a bus and joined President Delaney to visit the 
five UNF alums serving in the Florida House of Representatives, and meet 
with the President of the Florida Senate. The group also enjoyed lunch at the 
Governor’s Club with Dr. Jan Ignash, Vice Chancellor for Academic and 
Student Affairs of the State University System.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Bills moving during Week 4 included:
 
Campus Free Speech (HB 909) 
The House Civil Justice and Claims Subcommittee heard 
and approved HB 909 “Free Expression on Campus” on 
Wednesday of Week 4. The Subcommittee adopted one 
amendment clarifies that a civil action to enforce the bill 
is against the public institution of higher education. 
Further, if the court finds that a violation occurred, the 
court must award the greater of $500 per violation or 
compensatory damages. The amendment removes the 
per day minimum damages. 
 
The bill has one remaining committee stop, the House 
Education Committee, before heading to the floor. The 
Senate companion bill, SB 1234, is scheduled to be heard 
in its first Senate committee (Senate Education 
Committee) on Tuesday of Week 5. The Senate bill would 
next go to the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
 
Ethics Reform (HB 7007) 
The House Public Integrity & Ethics Committee has a 
proposed committee bill which, among other reforms, 
addresses public officer and employee conduct regarding 
solicitation and negotiation of conflicting and potentially 
conflicting income producing relationships, addresses 
post-service lobbying restrictions for certain officers, and 
revises executive branch lobbyist registration 
requirements. 
 
Specifically, the bill: 
• Prohibits public officers and employees from 

soliciting an employment or contractual relationship 
from entities with whom they are prohibited from 
entering into conflicting employment and 
contractual relationships; 

• Requires public officers and employees to report any 
offer of an employment or contractual relationship 
from such entities; 

• Requires certain disclosures of prohibited 
solicitations; 

• Imposes a two-year post-service ban on personal 
representation before any state executive branch 
agency for agency directors, unless the former 
director is employed by another state agency; 

• Restricts certain unelected state officers and 
employees regarding soliciting and negotiating an 
employment or contractual relationship with certain 
employers; 

• Adds the Board of Governors of the State University 
System and the State Board of Education to the list of 
entities to which certain requirements apply; and 

• Repeals a statute strictly regulating legislative 
lobbying by state agency, state university, and 
community college personnel. 

 
There are no other committees of referral for HB 7007, 
which will now go to the House floor for approval. The  
Senate’s comparable bill (not identical or even similar) is 
SB 1534 “Government Integrity.” It was introduced on 
January 17th and has been referred to three Senate 
committees. 
 
Public Meetings (HB 79 / SB 192) 
The House Local, Federal & Veteran’s Affairs 
Subcommittee approved HB 79, which now has one last 
House committee stop before going to the floor for 
approval.  
 
HB 79 bill defines “de facto meeting” as the use of board 
or commission staff or third parties, acting as 
intermediaries, to facilitate a discussion of public 
business between or among board or commission 
members. The bill clarifies that de facto meetings are 
subject to the Sunshine Law. 
 
The bill specifies that members of the same board or 
commission may participate in fact-finding exercises or 
excursions to research public business, and may 
participate in meetings with a member of the Legislature, 
if: 
• The board or commission provides reasonable notice; 



 

 

• A vote, an official act, or an agreement regarding an 
action at a future meeting does not occur; 

• There is no discussion of “public business” that 
occurs; and 

• There are appropriate records, minutes, audio 
recordings, or video recordings made and retained as 
a public record. 
 

The bill also provides that, if there is a gathering of two 
or more board members where no official acts are taken 
and no public business is discussed, then no public notice 
or access is required. 
 
The Senate companion bill (SB 192) has passed through 
all committees and a floor vote, and is waiting in 
Messages to be considered by the House. 
 
Statewide Travel (HB 5203) 
The House Appropriations Committee approved HB 
5203 which is a budget conforming bill, meaning it will 
be a part of the budget conference negotiations. As 
reported in Week 3, the measure places in law several 
restrictions and limitations that have been included in the 
annual state budget.  
 
Nursing (HB 1337) 
During Week 4, the House Health Quality Subcommittee 
amended and approved a measure dealing with 
advanced registered nurse practitioners (ARNPs). 
 
HB 1337, as amended, repeals the separate certification 
for a clinical nurse specialist and includes clinical nurse 
specialist as a category of ARNP. A person who is 
currently certified as a CNS would have to meet all the 
same licensure requirements as an ARNP, including 
practicing pursuant to a written protocol with a 
physician and maintaining professional liability 
coverage. 
 
Currently, ARNPs are licensed as registered nurses and 
then certified as advanced practice registered nurses. The 
bill authorizes the Department of Health (DOH) to 
license, rather than certify, ARNPs as such. ARNPs must 
still hold a license as a registered nurse to be licensed as 
an ARNP.  

The bill adds an additional route to licensure as an ARNP 
by authorizing DOH to issue a license to an individual 
who has completed a formal post-basic educational 
program of at least one academic year, the primary 
purpose of which is to prepare the nurse for advanced or 
specialized practice. 
 
The bill also adds the category of “certified nurse 
practitioner” to ARNP, which is comprised of the same 
group of licensees who are currently termed “nurse 
practitioners.” 
 
The bill changes the term “advanced registered nurse 
practitioner” to “advanced practice registered nurse” 
(APRN) throughout Florida Statutes. This will bring 
Florida in uniformity with the majority of states. 
 
The Senate companion bill, SB 1594, passed the Senate’s 
Health Policy Committee and now must get through the 
Appropriations and Rules Committees.  
 
Threats to Kill or Do Great Bodily Harm (HB 165) 
Legislation changing current statutory requirements on 
prohibited threats has passed through the Senate 
Criminal Justice Committee. 
 
SB 310 prohibits a person from sending specific 
individual threats or threatening their family, but it has 
been difficult to apply the law to threats issued and 
shared on social media. 
 
If passed, SB 310 will change Florida law to also prohibit 
a person from making a threat through an online forum 
or social media website. 
 
The House companion, HB 165, has passed all necessary 
committees and can be taken up on the House floor. 
 
If you would like more information or copies of bills, bill 
analysis documents, etc., please contact the Office of 
Governmental Affairs. 
 
Janet D. Owen (904) 699-9750 / jowen@unf.edu 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Constitution Revision Commission (CRC) 
The CRC gave final approval to two proposals relating to the State University System. Proposal 10 creates a new 
section in Article IX of the Constitution requiring the Legislature to provide the promotion of civic literacy in public 
education. Proposal 44 requires the Legislature to approve a tuition increase by a two-thirds vote of the membership 
of each chamber in a separate bill. It also establishes a minimum vote threshold required to be met by the board of 
trustees of a state university and the Board of Governors in order to raise, impose, or authorize any fee. 

 
Looking Ahead to Week 5 

 
Tuesday, February 6th 

9:00 a.m. Senate Education Committee 
SB 1234 Campus Free Speech 
SB 844 Excess Credit Hour Surcharges 
Senate Confirmation Hearings 
UNF Trustee Anne T. Egan 

 
9:30 p.m. House Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee 
HB 423 Higher Education 

 
3:00p.m. House Appropriations Committee 

 
Wednesday, February 7th 

9:00 a.m. House Education Committee 
 

10:00 a.m. Senate in Session 
Appropriations Bills on Special Order Calendar 

 
1:30 p.m. House in Session 
Appropriations Bills on Special Order Calendar 

 
Thursday, February 8th 

12:30 p.m. Senate Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittee 
1:30 p.m. House in Session 
3:00 p.m. Senate in Session 

 


